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With Assets and Infidelities That Rival Every Celebrity Couple In 
The Headlines, One Of The Country’s Top Attorneys Shares Outrageous 
Stories of Multi-Million Dollar Divorces— 

 

Sex Love 
         And Money 

 
Revenge and Ruin In The World of  

High-Stakes Divorce 
 

By Gerald Nissenbaum, J.D., and John Sedgwick 
 

 “Sex, Love, and Money is the Kitchen Confidential of divorce — a deliciously 
gossipy, scandal-filled, insider’s view of the high-stakes, big-money world we 

rarely get to see. —Joseph Finder, New York Times bestselling author of Vanished and High Crimes 
 

"Crackling with hardboiled patter and insider goods, Sex, Love, and Money transforms the business of divorce into the 
stuff of pulp fiction, low farce and grand tragedy. A detective, legal wonk and father confessor, Gerald Nissenbaum, 

along with co-author John Sedgwick, offers an exuberant expose that shuns cynicism in favor of bemusement, 
empathy and a giddy celebration of man's tenacity and capacity for folly." —Megan Abbott, Edgar-Award winning 

author of Queenpin and Bury Me Deep 
 

“With wit and wisdom, this amazing book shows how the rich disassemble their marriages, dishing vivid examples of 
how some clients take greed to a whole other level. The authors’ description of the “victims” rings true—sometimes 

funny, sometimes tragic. As a fellow matrimonial lawyer, I know this book tells it how it is and I highly recommend 
it. A fast read with sound advice.” —Norman M. Sheresky, former President NY Chapter American Academy of 

Matrimonial Lawyers, Emeritus Diplomat, American College of Family Trial Lawyers 
 

“I doubt there’s one single American who isn’t divorced or who isn’t the child of divorce, the 
parent of a divorced kid, or the friend of someone who’s divorced.  And many people are several or 

even all of these.  Divorce is as ubiquitous and impactful as gravity, and as little mentioned.  But 
every divorce is a story, one couple’s own private hellhole, each one different” —From Sex Love 

And Money 
 

Fascination with the break-up of celebrity marriages like Tiger and Elin Woods, or Jon and Kate 

Gosselin continues unabated, capturing both headlines and the public’s attention. Divorce is 

everywhere, with 43% of all marriages ending in them.  A staggering fifty-three million people have 

been divorced at least once.  Not surprisingly, high stakes divorces and divorce in the circles of high 

society have their own special brand of irreconcilable differences. After handling more than eight-

thousand cases in his career, Gerald Nissenbaum, J.D., named one of nation’s top lawyers by Town 

& Country and Worth, holds keen insight into the causes of divorce.  He believes that three 



elements—Sex, Love and Money—either hold a marriage together or ultimately tear it apart.  In Sex 

Love And Money: Revenge And Ruin In The World Of High-Stakes Divorce (Hudson Street 

Press / On-sale: February 4, 2010 / $25.95), Nissenbaum, and co-author John Sedgwick, share real 

life divorce stories that rival the most outrageous fiction. 

 

A C-Note hooker-turned-trophy-wife puts her dying husband into a nursing home and drains his 

bank accounts.  A father spends millions to recover the kids his wife kidnapped.  Two divorcing 

medical students go to war over a single piece of property—a human skull. Contested divorces 

reveals the full range of human behavior and Nissenbaum has witnessed the gambit from his long list 

of multi-million dollar clients.  Shedding light on the behind-the-scenes work of a divorce lawyer, he 

shares the great lengths divorcees go through to trump their soon-to-be ex-spouses and the methods 

he’s used to reveal it—from tracking down overseas money in shell companies to enlisting the 

assistance of private eyes, lie detector operators, forensic accountants and fine art appraisers for his 

cases.  

 
Showing all sides of human nature, from the very best to the absolute worst, Sex Love And Money 

takes a revealing and darkly humorous look at the true financial and emotional costs of divorce.    

 
ABOUT THE AUTHORS  
Gerald Nissenbaum, J.D., has been a practicing trial lawyer and family law attorney since 1967.  
Named one of the best lawyers in America by Town & Country, as well as a top ten divorce attorney by 
Worth, Nissenbaum serves on the Executive Committee of the American College of Family Trial 
Lawyers.  A former president of both the International and American Academies of Matrimonial 
Lawyers, he also writes a weekly column for The Boston Herald and has a private practice in Boston, 
Massachusetts.   
 
John Sedgwick is the critically acclaimed author of two novels, three works of narrative nonfiction, and 
most recently a multigenerational family memoir In My Blood.  He has written extensively for GQ, 
Atlantic Monthly, and Newsweek, lives in Cambridge, Massachusetts.   
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Praise for Sex Love And Money:  

Revenge and Ruin in the World of High Stakes Divorce 
 

“Sex, Love, and Money is the first and only book I’ve read that captures the true essence of 
the practice of family law, exploring the causes–and effects–of divorce from an insider’s 

perspective. As entertaining as it is useful, Nothing else you will see or read will provide the 
breadth of knowledge and insight available here. —Mike McCurley, McCurley, Orsinger, 
McCurley, Nelson & Downing, Dallas, TX, former president of the American Academy of 

Matrimonial Lawyers and diplomate of American College of Family Trial Lawyers. 
 

“…As one who has been in the trenches for 42 years myself, I can tell you that Jerry has 
captured the best and the worst of [divorce] stories. He has done what his peers have 

threatened to do, [showing] the inside story of divorce litigation with humor, compassion and 
reality. —J. Lindsey Short, Jr., ShortCarterMorris Houston, TX, LP, Past President, American 

Academy of Matrimonial Lawyers, Diplomate, American College of Family Trial Lawyers. 
 

“ The gut-wrenching nasty tactics of divorce are fully exposed in Gerald Nissenbaum and 
John Sedgwick’s Sex, Love and Money…these fascinating cases are compelling, riveting and 
engrossing. A must read ” —Robert Stephan Cohen, Esq., Cohen Lans, NY City, Diplomate, 

American College of Family Trial Lawyers 
 

“ A riveting look at the underbelly of big money divorces by one of the best lawyers in the 
business. ”—John Vassallo, Emeritus Diplomate, American College of Family Trial Lawyers, 

Fellow of American Academy of Matrimonial Lawyers 
 

“ I f you have a difficult and complicated divorce and/or custody case, you need a very 
intelligent, experienced and dedicated divorce lawyer like Jerry Nissenbaum—and he’s got 
the stories to prove it. ” —Daniel J. Jaffe, Beverly Hills, California, Past President, Southern 

California Chapter, American Academy of Matrimonial Lawyers, Diplomate, American 
College of Family Trial Lawyers 

 
“ Sex Love and Money is an unvarnished view of high conflict divorce cases written by one of 

the nation's most prominent divorce lawyers ”—Donald C. Schiller, Schiller, DuCanto and 
Fleck, Chicago, past president of the AAML, past Chair ABA section of Family Law, past 

Treasurer of American Bar Association 
 

“You can’t make this stuff up…a fun read about the life and stories of a divorce lawyer. ”—
Lynne Z. Gold-Bicken, senior partner Weber Gallagher Simpson, Stapleton Fires & Newby 
LLP, Norristown, PA, Diplomate, American College of Family Trial Lawyers, past Chair of 

ABA section of Family Law, past member of Board of Governors, American Bar Association 
 

“ A fast, great read…. sharing many humorous and outrageous stories of people seeking 
emotional compensation or revenge for every real and imagined wrong suffered in their 

marriage, the authors also entertain, inform and educate divorcing people on what not to do 
when a marriage fails. ”—Edward L. Winer, senior partner of Moss & Barnett, Minneapolis, 

diplomate of the American College of Family Trial Lawyers 
 

 
 


